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(c) Intermediate between the Bua bird and the collarless variety found 
on Tayiuni. Found on Koro only. 

(d) I do not think this is a good species; I include it on the authority 
of Drs. Finsch and Hartlaub, with their mark of t. 

(e) Included on the above authority. They give no special locality. 

(f) Ditto. Itis said to have been found in Sandalwood Bay ; but none 
of my collectors have seen it, and I doubt the statement. 

(g) A fine new species, entirely green, with yellowish legs and bill, 
just discovered by Herr Godeffroy’s collector. 

(A) Discovered by Mr. Ramsay’s collector, therefore not named. 

(i) Ditto. I know not to what genus to refer this bird. 

(J) I originally placed this bird, provisionally, in the genus Lalage, not 
having any works of reference at hand for consultation. It certainly does 
not belong there, and is nearer Myiolestes. [A typical Myzolestes, fide 
Finsch, P. Z. S. 1876, p. 20.—Ep. ] 

(Ł) Discovered by Mr. Ramsay’s collector. The giant of the genus. 

(l) The letter U after this name and others stands for “ Ubique,” the 
species being generally distributed on our seaboard and in our seas. 

(m) Included on the authority of Drs. Finsch and Hartlaub, who give, 
on G. R. Gray’s authority, the locality Ngau Island. 

(n) I did not see this bird, which was picked up not far from Mr. 
Kleinschmidt’s house, and taken to him ; he assures me it was a genuine 
Larus. 

(o) Teste Baron von Hügel. 

( [To this list must be added the species allied to Orthotomus recently de- 
scribed by Dr. Finsch (P. Z. S. 1876, p. 19) as Drymochera badiceps.—Ep. | 

Levuka, May 20, 1876. 


XXXIX.—WNotes on the Trochilide. The Genera Heliothrix, 


Calliphlox, Catharma, and Petasophora. By D. G. Exxior, 
F.R.S.E. &c. 


Genus HELIOTHRIX. 
Tue members of the genus Heliothrix are possessed of 
graceful form and a plumage of a pleasing contrast of green 
and white. They have long tails, the female’s being longer 
than that of the adult male. The three species are dis- 
tributed gencrally over Central and South America, not, how- 
ever going south of Brazil on the cast coast, nor Peru on the 
west. In reviewing the geographical distribution of the 
species, we see that Guatemala is the most northern country 
which any of them inhabit; and here is found H. barroti, 
which goes through Central America, Columbia, into Ecuador, 
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but has never to my knowledge been met with east of the 
Andes. No other species of the genus, beside H. barroti, 
is found in Central America. In South America the coun- 
tries of Guiana, Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Northern Brazil possess H. auritus, which is the most widely 
distributed species of the genus. H. auriculatus is app- 
rently confined to Southern Brazil; but how far it extends its 
range to the northward is not yet definitely ascertained. 

The three species comprising the genus Heliothrix, accord- 
ing to this paper, can easily be distinguished from each other, 
and they constitute two natural groups, as follows :— 


A. Head metallic green. 


ITS oe eect eect ceceressccenes H. auritus. 
OOA SLAlliC gTEONn ... eee c cece cscs scene H. auriculatus. 
B. Head metallic purple, throat white .............. H. barroti. 


HELIOTHRIX AURITUS. 

Trochilus «auritus, Gmel. Syst. Nat. (1788) vol. i. p. 493, 
sp. 47. 

Heliothrix auritus, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 213 ; id. 
Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 121. sp. 238. 

Heliothrix longirostris, Gould, P. Z. S. 1862, p. 124. 

Hab. Northern Brazil, Guiana, Venezuela, Columbia, Ecua- 
dor, Peru. 

Gmelin described this species as above cited; and it was 
the only one belonging to this genus known to the older 
authors. It has not received many synonyms, the principal 
one being that bestowed by Lesson upon the female, which 
he called Ornismya nigrotis (Ind. Gen. et Syn. Ois. du Gen. 
Trochilus, p. 20. sp. 48). As will be seen, the range of this 
species is very extensive; and it is found from Brazil over the 
northern part of South America, southward to Peru on the 
east coast. Specimens from Ecuador were described by Mr. 
Gould, in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the Zoological Society of 
London for 1862, as distinct, under the name of H. longi- 
rostris, characterized as differing from H. auritus in its “larger 
size, longer bill, and the crown devoid of the glittering hue 
seen in H. auritus ; at the same time it is somewhat brighter 
than the back.” A specimen in my collection, obtained from 
Mr. Gould, represents this form. I have carefully compared 
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it with H. auritus, and I fail to discover any character which 
should cause it to be separated from that species. The bill 
is slightly longer, though hardly perceptibly so; there is no 
difference in the general measurements of the body; and the 
head and back are of about the same brilliancy as is ob- 
served in ordinary specimens of H. auritus. I therefore 
placed H. longirostris among the synonyms of the present 
species. 


HELIOTHRIX AURICULATUS. 


Trochilus auriculatus, Nordm. Erman’s Reise um die Erde, 
p. 5, t. 2. figs. 1 & 2 (1835). 

Heliothrix auriculatus, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 214; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 121. sp. 239. 

Heliothrix phainolema, Gould, P. Z. S. 1855, p. 87. 

Hab. Southern Brazil; banks of Rio Napo (?) and Rio Ne- 
gro (?) (Gould). 

This bird was first described by Nordmann under a MS. 
name of Lichtenstein’s. Although similar to H. auritus, it is 
readily distinguished by having the throat a brilliant metallic 
green, instead of white. Itis apparently confined to Southern 
Brazil. In 1855 Mr. Gould described Heliothrix phainolema 
from specimens said to have come from the Rio Napo, and 
which differed from H. auriculata in having the entire throat a 
metallic green. In his monograph of the Trochilidz he states 
the locality of his specimens to be the Rio Negro in Northern 
Brazil; and the figures on his plate being represented in pro- 
file, the exact extent of the green throat-mark cannot be 
perceived, while his description of “ chin, throat, and sides of 
the neck rich luminous green” answers perfectly well for 
adult male specimens of H. auriculatus lying before me. I am 
inclined to think that Mr. Gould is in error with regard to 
the locality of the specimens he described and figured (as he 
gives such distant places as the habitat in his two statements), 
and that he had merely fine adult males of H. auriculatus 
before him when he published his description. 

Having, in my own collection, specimens of the present 
species that exhibit a varying amount of green on the throat, 
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in some extending a little distance below the chin, in others 
almost reaching to the breast, I do not deem it a sufficient 
character upon which to establish a species, and have con- 
sequently placed H. phainolema as a synonym of H. auri- 
culatus. 


HELIOTHRIX BARROTI. 


Trochilus barroti, Boure. Rev. Zool. 1843, p. 72. 

Heliothrix purpureiceps, Gould, P. Z. S. 1855, p. 87; id. 
Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 121. sp. 241; id. Mon. Troch. vol. iv. 
pl. 216. 

Heliothrix barroti, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 217. 

Heliothrix violifrons, Gould, Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 122. 
sp. 242. 

Hab. Central America, Columbia, Ecuador. 

This species was first described by Bourcier (/.c.) from 
specimens contained in the Paris Museum, sent from Car- 
tagena by M. Barrot, who was at that time stationed there 
as the French Consul-General. In 1855 Mr. Gould rede- 
scribed it as H. purpureiceps ; and in his Introduction to the 
Monograph of the Trochilide he gives to a form of this 
species, which he separates on account of the metallic colour- 
ing on the head being restricted to the crown, the name of 
H. violifrons. I find in my collection specimens of H. barroti, 
procured on the volcano of Chiriqui by Arcé, which repre- 
sent both the forms separated by Mr. Gould, thus showing 
that the character he gives is not indicative of specific rank ; 
for we cannot suppose that two species so closely allied as to 
require very keen examination to perceive their differences 
are to be found inhabiting the same country, much less the 
same mountain. It would thus seem necessary to place H. 
violifrons as a synonym of H. barroti, which I believe to be 
its proper place. 


Genus CALLIPHLOX. 


But two species are at present included in this genus, one 
of them being among the most common of this family. They 
are characterized by long, slender, deeply forked tails, and 
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with metallic throats, not particularly luminous. The two 
species form but one group, distinguished as follows :— 


Tail long and deeply forked. 
eee C. amethystina. 
Mirer eono aa cc cece ce cece scacacvescs C. mitchelli, 


Considerable confusion has arisen among the synonyms of 
the first of these species, owing to a distinct form, described by 
Lesson and belonging to a different genus, having been con- 
founded with it; and to rectify this error is the chief purpose 
of this portion of my paper. 

The species of Calliphlox inhabit both sides of South 
America—C. amethystina is found from Trinidad to Brazil, 
being most abundant, perhaps, in the last-named country ; 
while C. mitchelli has, as yet, so far as I am aware, been only 
met with in Ecuador. It is not improbable that it may extend 
its range into Peru, as I have one specimen said to have 
come from that country; but I do not feel certain that the 
locality is correctly given. 


CALLIPHLOX AMETHYSTINA. 

Trochilus amethystina, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 496 (1788). 

Ornismya amethystina, Lesson, Hist. des Ois.-Mouches, 
p. 150, pl. 47; id. Suppl. des Ois.-Mouches, pls. 20, 21, 22. 

Calliphlox amethystina, Reich. Aufz. der Colibris, p. 12; 
Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iii. pl. 159 ; id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) 
p. 97. sp. 178. 

Ornismya amethystoides, Less. Hist. Nat. Troch. p. 79, 
pls. 25, 26, 27. 

Calliphlox amethystotides, Gould, Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 98. 
sp. 179. 

Trochilus brevicauda, Spix, Av. Bras. i. p. 79, t. 80. fig. 2? 

Hab. Brazil, Venezuela, Trinidad. 

This well-marked species was first described by Gmelin (/. c.) 
from a specimen said to have come from Cayenne. Much 
confusion has arisen in its nomenclature from the desire 
among some writers to admit the examples from the province 
of Minas Geraes as distinct from those found in other por- 
tions of Brazil, and also to refuse specific rank to the Cayenne 
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bird with a short square tail. This last determination, I am 
led to believe, has arisen among Trochilidists simply from the 
lack of proper specimens to enable them to form a judg- 
ment. There are two synonyms only that at present need be 
considered here (that of Ornismya orthura of Lesson being 
treated under a different head), the first being Trochilus brevi- 
cauda, Spix (.c.). The figure and description of this author 
have been taken from a female, the first so poorly done, and 
the last so insufficient, as to render it absolutely impossible 
to determine whether the bird belongs to this species or to 
that one for which I have in this paper constituted the genus 
Cutharma. An examination of the type alone will enable the 
question to be solved satisfactorily. I have therefore placed 
Spix’s name among the synonyms of the present species with 
a doubt. The second one is Ornismya amethystoides of 
Lesson, distinguished chiefly by its rather small size. This 
form is stated to come from the province of Minas Geraes, 
in Brazil. I fail to distinguish any characters in specimens 
from that locality that entitles them, in my opinion, to a 
specific rank, and have placed the name O. amethystoides as a 
synonym of C. amethystina. An example before me from 
Minas Geraes, obtained from Mr. Gould, is in every respect 
as large as specimens of C. amethystina from other parts of 
Brazil, thus showing that the species varies in size even in 
that province, and that this cannot be relied upon as a cha- 
racter. As I am not aware that the female of C. amethystina 
has ever been characterized, I append a full description of it. 

Upper parts golden green, inclining to brownish on the 
head. Entire underparts pale mouse-grey, lightest on the 
throat, which is spotted with brown. Wings purplish brown. 
Median rectrices bright metallic green; remaining rectrices 
have the basal half light brownish grey, slightly washed with 
a lustrous green, rest of feather black tipped with white. The 
tail is rounded, and the feathers quite broad. Bill black. 
Feet brown. Total length 3} inches, wing 13, tail 14, bill 4. 


CALLIPHLOX MITCHELLI. 
Trochilus mitchelli, Bourc. P. Z. S. 1847, p. 47. 
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Calothorax mitchelli, Reich, Aufz. der Colib. p. 13. 

Calliphlox mitchelli, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iii. p. 160; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 98. sp. 180. 

Hab. Ecuador. 

Bourcier described this species from an example in the 
collection of the late Mr. Loddige, obtained at Zimapan, in 
Ecuador. It still continues a rare species, but few specimens 
having been sent to Europe. In form it is very similar to 
the other members of this genus; but the peculiar deep-violet 
throat will at all times serve to distinguish it. 


Genus CATHARMA. 


Bill longer than the head, broad at base, pointed at tip. 
Wings long, reaching beyond the centre of tail, which is 
extremely short and almost square. Throat-mark rounded, 
metallic. 


CATHARMA ORTHURA. 

Ornismya orthura, Lesson, Hist. Nat. des Troch. pp. 85, 88, 
pls. 28, 29. 

Hab. Cayenne. 

As cited above, Lesson described this species, and figured 
a male almost adult and a young bird. It has been con- 
sidered by some authors to be the same as Calliphlox ame- 
thystina, either the young of that species, or an old female ! 
(vide Gould, Intr. Troch. 8vo ed. p. 98). Upon what grounds 
this last supposition should have arisen, I am at a loss to con- 
ceive, as Lesson’s figure on pl. 28 is evidently that of a male 
in nearly adult plumage. Unfortunately the artist has not 
coloured the tail properly, as he has represented it nearly all 
black, whereas the description says of it ‘en dessus, les moy- 
ennes vertes et dorées, les latérales vertes ct dorées à leur base, 
puis noires à leur extrémité, excepté les deux plus externes, 
qui sont terminées et eillées de blane.” This is lost in the 
figure, as the underside of the tail alone is given. Having 
lately come into possession of Lesson’s types of this species, 
I am able to state that it not only is a perfectly distinct 
species, but also represents an entirely new genus, most nearly 
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allied perhaps to Atthis. It has the form of Atthis, but the 
general coloration of Calliphlox amethystina. Four speci- 
mens are now before me, all from Cayenne—two adult males, 
one young male, and one still in the dress of the female, the 
sex being indicated by a few metallic spots upon the throat. 
The males, as I have said, are similar in colour to C. ame- 
thystina, but at once are seen to be conspicuously dif- 
ferent from that species by their long bills and very short 
square tails. Fortunately these four specimens exhibit very 
clearly the different stages the tail of the male assumes before 
the bird arrives at maturity. At first the lateral rectrices are 
brownish or purplish black, tipped with white; then they 
change to a golden green, with a terminal bar of purplish 
black and the tip white, which in the adult disappears, or is 
but faintly indicated underneath, leaving the tail golden 
green with an apical purplish black bar. In this style of 
coloration it in no way has the least resemblance to C. 
amethystina, with which it has for so long been confounded. 
M. Bourcier was clearly in error in his opinion, as quoted by 
Mr. Gould (Mon. Troch. art. on C. amethystina), that the 
orthura of Lesson was only the young of C. amethystina; 
and it was doubtless this opinion that led Mr. Gould astray : 
it is difficult to understand how so good a Trochilidist as M. 
Bourcier vudoubtedly was should have gone so wide of the 
mark as to confound such distinct species together. The 
example figured by Mr. Gould as the female of C. amethys- 
tina I should consider most probably the present species ; 
for the female “ Amethyst’ has quite a different dress, as my 
description of that sex in this paper clearly shows. The bill 
of Catharma orthura is very long, much longer than that 
of the “ Amethyst,” and is the more conspicuous probably on 
account of the very short tail, which just projects beyond the 
tips of the closed wings. Lesson’s descriptions being very 
accurate, it will not be necessary for me to give one at pre- 
sent. As I have said in my remarks on C. amethystina, 
it is impossible to state what Trochilus brevicauda of Spix 
really is, or to which of these species it should be referred ; 
I have therefore deemed it best to leave it as a synonym of the 
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Calliphlox (as has already been done by authors generally) 
until I may be so fortunate as to meet with Spix’s type, when 
the question can be effectually decided. 


Genus PETASOPHORA. 


The species forming this genus constitute a well-marked 
group among the Trochilide; and each one contains characters 
sufficient to distinguish it easily from the rest. The only 
one allowed in this paper a specific rank of which there can 
be any doubt is P. coruscans; and regarding it we can only 
hope to obtain some future information which may enable 
us to ascertain what is its proper position in the genus. 

The species constitute two sections, distinguished as fol- 
lows :— 


A, General plumage green, metallic. 
a. Upper part of throat and chin, ear-coverts, and ab- 
domen deep blue; lower part of throat and breast 


Dig r Metal ePe en ee. 6. acs « s'cant te eee na P, anais, 
b. Throat and upper part of breast dark metallic green ; 

ear-coverts and abdomen dark blue ............ P. thalassina. 
c. Ear-coverts violet-blue; throat and underparts me- 

ABNER COTE te ne a E AAA A eae P. cyanotis. 
d. Ear-coverts, chin, and abdomen dark blue; throat 

mith metallic red refleetions o.e eeke. ens so P, coruscans. 
e, Ear-coverts metallic purplish red; under tail-coverts 

E cise. ea e nsipiaderotees a teens teed meee P, serrirostris. 

B. General plumage brown, not metallic, 

a, Ear-coverts violet-blue; throat metallic green .... P. delphine. 


The members of the genus Petasophora, with one exception, 
are widely distributed. P. anais is found from Venezuela, 
throughout the countries lying along the Pacific, to and inclu- 
ding Bolivia. P. thalassina is very common in Mexico, and 
abundant in Guatemala. P. cyanotis has a most extensive 
range, stretching from Costa Rica in the north, and Vene- 
zuela in the east, as far south as Peru. P. serrirostris is the 
exception mentioned above, and is the only strictly eastern 
species of the genus, being confined to Brazil, where it is met 
with from Bahia to Rio de Janeiro. P. delphine is one of 
the most widely distributed of Humming-birds, being found 
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generally throughout Central America, Trinidad, the Gui- 
anas, and along the northern and western countries as far 
south as Peru. The habitat of P. coruscans is not known. 


PETASOPHORA ANAIS. 


Ramphodon anais, Less. Hist. Nat. des Troch. p. 146, pl. 55. 

Petasophora anais, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 224; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 124. sp. 249. 

Petasophora iolata, Gould, P.Z.S. 1847, p. 9. sp. 5; id. 
Mon. Troch. vol. iv. p. 225; id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 124. 
sp. 250. 

Hab. Venezuela, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia. 

Lesson described this bird in his ‘ Histoire Naturelle des 
Trochilide,’ and erroneously gave its habitat as Mexico. 
He also confounded with it one or two other species of the 
same genus, supposing them to be immature examples of P. 
anais. The specimens before me are from Columbia, Ecuador, 
and Peru. Mr. Gould states that the form he has called 
iolata has its true habitat in Bolivia, extending to Chili; but 
I do not by any means find that this race is restricted to any 
particular country west of the Andes. I have placed without 
hesitation the name P. iolata among the synonyms of the pre- 
sent species, as I do not see that it has any claims whatever to a 
specific rank apart from P. anais. That there are specimens 
of P. anais larger than others every one who has examined 
these birds will readily admit; but they come from no especial 
district, and therefore have not even the claim of being deemed 
to belong to a geographical race. For instance, there are before 
me specimens from Bogota representing the typical P. anais, 
and also others from Antioquia, brought by Salmon, which are 
as large as any so-called P. ¿olata from Peru or Ecuador. The 
measurements are :—Bogota example, total length 43 inches, 
bill on culmen 7, wing 23, tail 2}; Antioquia specimen, total 
length 54 inches, bill on culmen {, wing 33, tail 2}. . The entire 
appearance of this latter bird is more robust than the one from 
Bogota. Both forms are before me from Tinta, Peru, col- 
lected by Whitely, the wings measuring respectively 2} and 
31 inches—the latter intermediate, as will be noticed, between 
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the specimens given above; and there is also a difference in 
the length of wing between specimens from the Rio Napo. 
It is therefore very evident that size, upon which the sup- 
posed species was given a distinctive rank, is not to be re- 
lied on any more than is a particular locality ; and therefore 
it is impossible to keep the two separate, as there is not a 
single other character to distinguish them apart. And I the 
more readily relegate P. iolata to the condition of a synonym, 
as I do not understand wherein the study of ornithology is 
advanced by the creation of species so closely related that 
their distinctness cannot be discerned save by the assistance 
of a pair of compasses. 


PETASOPHORA THALASSINA. 

Trochilus thalassinus, Swains. Phil. Mag. 1827, p. 441. 

Petasophora thalassina, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 227 ; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 125. sp. 252. 

Hab. Mexico, Guatemala. 

A clearly marked species, most abundant in Mexico, but 
extending its range into Guatemala. Resembling somewhat 
in coloration P. anais, it is nevertheless a very much smaller 
bird, and cannot be confounded with that species. 


PETASOPHORA CYANOTIS. 

Trochilus cyanotis, Boure. Rev. Zool. 1843, p. 101. 

Petasophora cabanidis, Heine, Journ. fiir Orn. 1863, 
p. 182. 

Petasophora cyanotis, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 228; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 125. sp. 2538. 

Petasophora cabanisit, Lawr. Ann. Lyc. Nat. Hist. N. Y. 
vol. ix. (1868) p. 126. 

Hab. Venezuela, Costa Rica, Veragua, Columbia, Ecuador, 
Peru: 

A species with a very wide range, and apparently gene- 
rally distributed in the different countries mentioned above. 
The birds from Costa Rica, for which Heine proposed the 
name of cabanidis (l. c.), are, in my opinion, not specifically 
distinct; and I have therefore placed this name as a syn- 
ony. 
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PETASOPHORA CORUSCANS. 

Petasophora coruscans, Gould, P. Z. S. 1846, p. 44; id. 
Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 226 ; id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 125. 
sp. 251. 

Hab. 

For a long time this bird has been a puzzle tome. Ido not 
altogether like its appearance as a species; but at the same time 
I cannot exactly understand what may have caused the pecu- 
liar coloration of the throat. I have only seen two speci- 
mens—one in Mr. Gould’s collection, from which his figures 
were taken, and one in my own, precisely similar, as was 
proved on comparing the two together. These are the only 
examples, I believe, that have ever been procured ; and the 
locality of neither is known. My specimen came in a large 
lot of about 4000 birds, nominally from Bogota; and there 
was no other in any way resembling it, although careful 
search was made. I have tried the effect of heat upon other 
specimens of Petasophora, to see if I could change the green 
metallic colours to the red so conspicuous on the throat of 
P. coruscans, but without success ; and I know of no acid with 
which the bird in life or the skin afterwards would be likely 
to have come into contact, that would produce the change. 
With only a single specimen for us to form an opinion, we 
should, not unnaturally, decide that it was a curious individual 
variation; but with two exactly alike, it would seem strange 
that so peculiar a difference should have been produced acci- 
dentally; and if it had been, the thought naturally arises, Why 
does it not occur oftener among the thousands of specimens 
of the different species of Petasophora constantly brought to 
Europe? That a similar style does exist, in one other in- 
stance, is proved from the fact that I have an example of 
Petasophora in my collection smaller than coruscans, and 
evidently not the same species, which has the entire throat 
a bright metallic red. This colour does not spread to the 
chest, as is the case with the similar colour in P. coruscans, 
but is restricted to the centre of the throat, which it entirely 
covers. Now if P. coruscans is a distinct species, this unde- 
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scribed bird is unquestionably entitled to the same rank ; but 
as I do not feel satisfied that Mr. Gould’s bird should be so 
considered, I refrain from characterizing my specimen. Per- 
haps if the attention of ornithologists generally be directed to 
this matter, we may be able to learn if there is really existing 
a group of pink-throated Petasophore living in the interior 
of Columbia or Ecuador, of which these examples have alone 
reached Europe; for it has happened that specimens regarded 
by naturalists as lusus nature, from their unusual appearance, 
have eventually proved to represent very distinct forms ; and, 
mindful of this fact, I do not at present feel inclined to place 
P. coruscans among the synonyms of P. anais, nor bestow a 
name upon the other form, which future evidence may show 
ought to have been left undescribed. Better “ learn to labour 
and to wait.” 


PETASOPHORA SERRIROSTRIS. 

Trochilus serrirostris, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. d’Hist. Nat. 
vol. vii. p. 359 (1817). 

Petasophora serrirostris, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 228 ; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 124. sp. 248. 

Hab. Brazil. 

This, the longest-known species of this genus, represents it 
in the south-eastern part of South America. It is distin- 
guished from all the other species chiefly by its white under 
tail-coverts. It is very common in Brazil, and apparently 
migrates between Bahia and Rio de Janeiro. 


PETASOPHORA DELPHINÆ. 

Ornismya delphine, Less. Rev. Zool. 1839, p. 44. 

Petasophora delphine, Gould, Mon. Troch. vol. iv. pl. 229 ; 
id. Intr. Troch. (8vo ed.) p. 125. sp. 254. 

Hab. Central America, Trinidad, Guiana, Venezuela, Co- 
lumbia, Ecuador, and Peru. 

This widely distributed species was first described by Lesson 
(.c.). It is remarkable among the members of this genus 
by having its metallic colouring restricted to the throat and 
ear-coverts, the rest of the plumage being devoid of brilliancy, 
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thus giving the impression that the bird is only in process of 
assuming its full dress. It is among the commonest species 
of this group, and, as will be noticed from the countries named 
above, has a very extensive dispersion. 


X L.— Description of a new Tanager of the Genus Calliste, and 
Remarks on other recently discovered Species. By P. L. 
ScLATER. 


(Plate XII.) 


Tue illustrated Monograph of the Genus Calliste, which I 
published in 1858, contained figures and descriptions of fifty- 
two species of this brilliant genus of Tanagers. 

In the Catalogue of my American collection, published in 
1862, forty-nine species only were given, five of those recog- 
nized in the monograph being then unrepresented in the col- 
lection, but two additional species being included, namely 
C. albiventris (united ın the monograph to C. brasiliensis) and 
C. cyanotis (discovered subsequently). 

In 1863, in an article published in this journal, “on Recent 
Additions to the Genus Calliste’”’*, I gave an account of the 
discoveries in this group which had been made up to that 
time since the issue of my monograph. 

These were five in number, namely :— 


1. Calliste cyanotis. 4. Calliste dowi. 
2. lavinia. 5: hartlaubi. 
3. frantzü. 


In 1868, in another article published in this journalt, I 
gave a description and figure of Calliste cabanisi, mihi (=C. 
sclateri, Cab. nec Lafr.), and remarked that this was the only 
additional species I had met with since I had published the 
previous article. 

In our ‘Nomenclator Avium Neotropicalium,’ published 
in 1873, Mr. Salvin and I acknowledged fifty-six species of 
the genus Calliste, our Calliste florida, described in 1869, 
having been added to the list. We have also lately charac- 


* Ibis, 1863, p. £50. t Ibis, 1868, p. 71. 


